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Restoring Sovereignty: An Analysis of 
Reform UK's Strategy for National 
Security and Border Control 
 

 

Introduction: A Decisive Response to a National Crisis 
 

For three decades, successive governments have failed to address the escalating challenge of 
illegal immigration, leading to a profound crisis of public trust and a tangible threat to national 
security.1 The British people have been presented with a series of broken promises, resulting 
in a system where the nation's borders, laws, and finances are no longer under sovereign 
control.2 This sustained failure has pushed the country to a "breaking point," evidenced by 
record mass immigration, a dysfunctional asylum system, and the erosion of national 
sovereignty.1 In response to this critical situation, Reform UK has put forward a serious, 
common-sense plan designed to restore order, take back control, and address the legitimate 
and long-ignored concerns of the British people.1 

The party's platform is not merely a political position but a decisive and necessary response 
to a state of affairs where the country is demonstrably worse off, both financially and 
culturally.1 The narrative underpinning this call for fundamental change is one of betrayal; the 
British people have been consistently lied to, ignored, and let down by an "out of touch 
political class" that has turned its back on the country.2 This perception of a deep-seated 
betrayal by the political establishment has created a powerful moral imperative for radical 
reform. The debate has been transformed from a technical discussion about immigration 
statistics into a fundamental question of democratic legitimacy and honoring the will of the 
people. By framing the problem in these terms, Reform UK has established a clear mandate 
for the kind of foundational changes—such as leaving the European Convention on Human 
Rights (ECHR)—that are presented not as extreme measures, but as essential acts of 
restoration. The party positions itself as the sole entity willing to "stand up for British culture, 
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identity and values," thereby justifying its sweeping policy proposals as the only legitimate 
and morally necessary response to this profound institutional failure.2 

 

Section 1: The National Imperative for Decisive Action 
 

The case for Reform UK's robust immigration policies is built upon a clear-eyed assessment of 
the multifaceted crisis facing the United Kingdom. The party's proposals are a direct and 
necessary response to tangible threats to national security, severe economic and social 
pressures that have pushed public services to their limits, and a palpable erosion of British 
sovereignty and cultural cohesion. This comprehensive understanding of the problem 
demonstrates that the failure to control the nation's borders is not an isolated issue but the 
root cause of a cascade of domestic challenges, making a decisive immigration strategy the 
essential first step toward national renewal. 

 

1.1 A Threat to National Security and Public Order 
 

At the forefront of Reform UK's rationale is the identification of the small boats crisis as a 
direct "national security threat".3 The uncontrolled arrival of thousands of individuals, often 
described as "fighting-age men," across the English Channel is framed as nothing less than 
an "invasion" that undermines the state's most basic duty: to protect its territory and its 
citizens.4 Party leader Nigel Farage has articulated this concern in the starkest terms, warning 
that without immediate and decisive action, the country is "not far away from major civil 
disorder".4 This assessment is not abstract; it is rooted in the visible and growing public anger 
that has manifested in protests outside hotels used to house asylum seekers across the 
country.6 These demonstrations are presented as tangible evidence of a society where the 
"mood in the country around this issue is a mix between total despair and rising anger," 
validating the urgent need for a government response that restores order and public 
confidence.6 The policies proposed by Reform UK are therefore positioned as a crucial 
intervention to maintain social stability and prevent a further breakdown of public order.8 

 

1.2 The Economic and Social 'Breaking Point' 
 



Beyond the immediate security threat, Reform UK's platform addresses the severe economic 
and social consequences of uncontrolled immigration. The party's manifesto clearly states 
that the "population explosion has pushed Britain to breaking point," creating a direct causal 
link between porous borders and the everyday struggles faced by British families.1 A key 
economic argument is that the influx of cheap, undocumented, and illegal labour has directly 
led to the "depression of local wages," creating an unfair system that undermines British 
workers and harms local economies.3 This "illegal working scandal" is seen as a direct 
consequence of the establishment's failure to enforce the rules, a failure Reform UK pledges 
to rectify with significant penalties for non-compliant companies.3 

This population growth is also identified as a primary driver of the housing crisis, the benefits 
crisis, and the record waiting lists plaguing the National Health Service (NHS).1 By connecting 
the abstract issue of border control to the concrete challenges of securing a home or getting 
a doctor's appointment, the party presents its immigration policy as a prerequisite for solving 
the nation's most pressing domestic problems. This framework establishes a powerful, unified 
theory of national decline: the failure to control the borders is the source of a wide range of 
public grievances. Consequently, solving the border crisis becomes the single most effective 
lever for solving a host of other issues, making Reform UK's focused platform appear both 
potent and comprehensive. 

Furthermore, the financial burden of the current failed system is highlighted as an 
unsustainable drain on public finances. Official figures indicate that the situation costs the 
taxpayer approximately £7 billion annually, a figure that Reform UK's plan is projected to 
eliminate, leading to substantial savings.10 The policy of housing tens of thousands of migrants 
in hotels at public expense is presented as a particularly egregious example of this fiscal 
irresponsibility, costing millions of pounds per day and fueling public resentment.6 Reform's 
plan to end this practice is thus framed as a common-sense measure of fiscal prudence.13 

 

1.3 The Erosion of British Culture and Sovereignty 
 

The imperative for action extends to the cultural and constitutional fabric of the nation. 
Reform UK's "Contract with You" argues that the policy of multiculturalism has failed, leading 
to the emergence of "separate communities that reject our way of life" and creating a risk of 
nurturing extremism.1 In this context, mass immigration is presented as a direct threat to 
"British culture, identity and values," which the party pledges to defend and promote.1 

This cultural concern is intrinsically linked to the principle of national sovereignty. The current 
situation is defined by a fundamental loss of control over "our borders, our money and our 
laws"—a core grievance that resonates deeply with a public that feels its democratic will has 



been ignored.1 The inability of successive governments to stop the boats is portrayed as the 
most visible symptom of this loss of sovereignty. Reform UK's platform is therefore designed 
to rectify this foundational problem, promising to "take back control" once and for all and 
re-establish the principle that the British government, and the British government alone, 
determines who enters the country.2 

 

Section 2: 'Operation Restoring Justice' – A Blueprint 
for a Secure Britain 
 

In response to the multifaceted national crisis, Reform UK has developed 'Operation Restoring 
Justice', a comprehensive and strategically coherent framework designed to restore border 
sovereignty and public safety.5 This five-year emergency programme is not a collection of 
disparate policies but a fully integrated blueprint that combines foundational legal reform, a 
robust strategy of deterrence, a new national infrastructure for enforcement, and a pragmatic 
approach to removals. Each component has been designed to work in concert, creating an 
iron-clad system where unlawful presence in the United Kingdom has a single, unavoidable 
consequence: swift removal.13 

 

2.1 Foundational Legislative Reform: Reclaiming Sovereignty 
 

The cornerstone of 'Operation Restoring Justice' is a decisive legislative reset designed to 
reclaim British sovereignty from the influence of foreign courts and international treaties that 
have, for years, frustrated the democratic will of Parliament.13 The essential first step is to 
leave the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and repeal the 1998 Human Rights 
Act.6 This is framed as a non-negotiable requirement to eliminate the legal loopholes that 
have been exploited by "activist lawyers" to block deportations and undermine the UK's 
immigration laws.9 By severing these ties, a Reform UK government would ensure that the final 
authority on immigration matters rests with British courts and the British Parliament.15 

To fill the void left by these outdated conventions, the plan includes the introduction of a new 
British Bill of Rights.10 This bespoke legislation would guarantee that fundamental rights are 
protected for British citizens and those with a legal right to be in the UK, while simultaneously 
ensuring that these rights cannot be used to prevent the removal of those who have entered 
the country illegally.10 Furthermore, the plan calls for the temporary disapplication of other 
international agreements, including the 1951 Refugee Convention and the UN Convention 



Against Torture.8 This is presented as a necessary emergency measure, justified under the 
international legal doctrine of a "state of necessity," to allow the nation to effectively respond 
to the crisis of uncontrolled illegal migration.13 

 

2.2 The Six-Point Plan to 'Stop the Boats': A Strategy of Deterrence 
 

Building on this new legal foundation, the party's manifesto outlines a clear, six-point plan 
specifically designed to "Stop the Boats" by creating an unambiguous and powerful 
deterrent.3 This strategy is predicated on the principle that if the incentive for making the 
dangerous Channel crossing is removed, the trafficking business model will collapse. The six 
core tenets are: 

1.​ Recognise a National Security Threat: This formally classifies the crisis, legitimizing 
the use of extraordinary and decisive measures to address it.3 

2.​ Leave the European Convention on Human Rights: As the key legislative enabler, this 
action unlocks the government's ability to implement the subsequent steps without legal 
challenge from foreign courts.3 

3.​ Zero Illegal Immigrants to be Resettled in the UK: This is the central message of 
deterrence. It makes unequivocally clear that arriving illegally will never result in a 
permanent right to remain in the UK, thereby removing the primary motivation for the 
journey.3 

4.​ Offshore Processing for Illegal Arrivals: All asylum claims from those arriving illegally 
will be processed in British Overseas Territories. This prevents individuals from 
absconding into the UK mainland to work illegally or commit crime while their claims are 
considered.3 

5.​ New Department of Immigration: The creation of a new, dedicated government 
department will ensure that immigration control is given the focus, resources, and 
expertise required for efficient and effective implementation of the new policies.3 

6.​ Pick up Migrants and Take Back to France: The plan includes a proactive enforcement 
measure to intercept boats in the Channel and return them directly to France. This is 
justified as being legally permissible under existing international treaties and is designed 
to break the criminal trafficking model at its source.3 

The combined effect of this clear and robust strategy is designed to send an unmistakable 
message to both migrants and traffickers. The party is confident that with this powerful 
deterrent in place, "the boats will stop coming within days".9 

 



2.3 A New National Infrastructure for Immigration Control 
 

To execute this strategy effectively, 'Operation Restoring Justice' calls for the creation of a 
new national infrastructure for immigration control. A central component is the establishment 
of a new 'UK Deportation Command', a specialist enforcement unit tasked with implementing 
the programme.10 This command will be supported by a sophisticated "data fusion centre," 
which will draw together data from across government departments—including the police, 
Home Office, NHS, DVLA, and HMRC—as well as from banks, to efficiently track down and 
identify individuals residing in the UK illegally.10 

A critical element of the plan is the commitment to end the "scandal" of using 
taxpayer-funded hotels to house asylum seekers—a practice that has proven costly, insecure, 
and a significant source of public anger and community protest.6 In their place, a Reform UK 
government will rapidly build a network of secure immigration removal centres, with the 
capacity to detain up to 24,000 individuals.8 These facilities will be constructed on disused 
military bases, providing a more secure and fiscally responsible solution.10 This new capacity 
is essential to enable a policy of detention-on-arrest, eliminating the practice of granting bail 
to illegal arrivals and ensuring that they cannot abscond while awaiting removal.13 

 

2.4 Pragmatic and Effective Removal Strategies 
 

'Operation Restoring Justice' combines its tough enforcement measures with pragmatic and 
innovative strategies to expedite removals. One such proposal is a voluntary returns scheme, 
which would offer a payment of £2,500 to illegal migrants who agree to leave the UK 
voluntarily.10 This policy has been praised as a "good idea" by commentators in publications 
such as 

The Spectator, who note its clear fiscal benefits.16 A voluntary return is significantly cheaper 
for the taxpayer, costing around £3,000, compared to the £15,000 or more required for a 
single forced deportation, and it avoids the lengthy and costly legal battles that often 
accompany enforced removals.16 This approach is therefore presented as a fiscally prudent, 
humane, and efficient tool for reducing the number of illegal migrants in the country. 

For those who do not leave voluntarily, the plan outlines a muscular and pragmatic diplomatic 
strategy to secure return agreements with their countries of origin.13 A Reform UK government 
will make this a top foreign policy priority, employing a "carrot and stick" approach. The 
"carrot" will be the strategic use of Britain's foreign aid budget to incentivize cooperation from 
other nations.10 The "stick" will involve the credible threat of punitive measures, such as 



blocking visas or imposing sanctions, for countries that refuse to take back their own 
nationals.10 This demonstrates a clear-sighted and results-oriented approach to foreign 
policy, leveraging Britain's international influence to achieve its national security objectives. 

Policy Pillar Key Actions Stated Positive Objective 

Legislative Reset Leave ECHR; Repeal Human 
Rights Act; Disapply select 
UN conventions. 

Eliminate legal loopholes; 
Restore UK sovereignty 
over its laws and borders. 

Deterrence at Sea Pick up and return boats to 
France; Zero resettlement 
for illegal arrivals. 

Stop the trafficking 
business model; End the 
Channel crossing crisis 
"within days." 

Enforcement Detain all illegal arrivals; 
Immediate deportation of 
foreign criminals. 

Ensure public safety; 
Restore the rule of law. 

Infrastructure New Dept. of Immigration; 
Build 24,000 detention 
places. 

Create an efficient, 
dedicated system; End the 
use of costly asylum hotels. 

Diplomacy Use aid and sanctions to 
secure return agreements. 

Ensure swift and effective 
removal to countries of 
origin. 

Voluntary Returns Offer £2,500 cash incentive 
for voluntary departure. 

Reduce costs; Expedite 
removals in a pragmatic 
and dignified manner. 

 

Section 3: The Tangible Benefits for the British People 
 

The implementation of 'Operation Restoring Justice' is projected to deliver a wide range of 
tangible and transformative benefits for the British people. These positive outcomes are not 
presented as isolated achievements but as interconnected elements of a virtuous cycle of 
national renewal. By first establishing absolute control over the nation's borders, the plan is 



designed to trigger a chain reaction that generates massive financial savings, enhances 
public safety, relieves pressure on vital public services, and ultimately restores public trust in 
the democratic system. This holistic approach ensures that the benefits of a secure border 
are felt across every aspect of national life. 

 

3.1 Economic Prosperity and Fiscal Responsibility 
 

One of the most immediate and significant benefits of Reform UK's plan is the restoration of 
fiscal responsibility to the management of the immigration system. The party has quantified 
the projected financial savings, estimating that the plan will save the British taxpayer over £7 
billion in the first term of a Reform government, with that figure rising to over £42 billion over 
the course of a decade.10 This represents a clear and substantial return on investment, freeing 
up billions of pounds that can be redirected to priorities that benefit the British people, such 
as the NHS or tax cuts. 

Beyond these direct savings, the plan is designed to foster greater economic prosperity for 
British workers. By cracking down on the "illegal working scandal," the policies will eliminate 
the unfair competition posed by a pool of cheap, undocumented labour.3 This action is 
expected to protect British workers from the downward pressure on wages that has been a 
direct consequence of uncontrolled immigration, leading to higher pay and better working 
conditions, particularly in low-wage sectors of the economy.3 This focus on making work pay 
for ordinary Britons is a central pillar of the party's economic vision. 

 

3.2 Enhancing Public Safety and National Security 
 

The core objective of 'Operation Restoring Justice' is to enhance the safety and security of 
the United Kingdom. The policy of immediate detention for all illegal arrivals and the swift 
deportation of foreign criminals at the end of their sentences will directly improve public 
safety by removing individuals who pose a threat to communities.3 The creation of a 
comprehensive data fusion centre will further bolster security by enabling authorities to more 
effectively track and locate individuals who have no legal right to be in the country.10 

By demonstrating absolute control over who enters the country and ending the daily 
spectacle of the small boats "invasion," the plan is designed to restore a sense of order and 
security.5 This addresses the "genuine threat to public order" that Nigel Farage has identified 
as a major consequence of the current government's failure.6 The restoration of a secure 



border is thus presented as the foundational requirement for a safe and stable society, 
ensuring that the rule of law is upheld and that citizens can feel secure in their own country. 

 

3.3 Alleviating Pressure on Public Services 
 

Reform UK's strategy directly addresses the immense pressure that uncontrolled immigration 
has placed on Britain's vital public services. A core pledge to freeze non-essential 
immigration, combined with the plan to stop illegal immigration entirely, will significantly ease 
the strain on the NHS, schools, and the national housing stock.1 This will ensure that these 
essential resources, which are funded by the British taxpayer, are prioritized for the needs of 
the British people.3 

The party's analysis posits that effective border control is a necessary precondition for 
repairing the country's broken public services.2 It is argued that no amount of additional 
funding for the NHS or housing can be effective as long as demand is being artificially and 
unsustainably inflated by mass immigration. By controlling the demand side of the equation, 
Reform UK's plan creates the conditions under which these services can be stabilized, 
improved, and made fit for purpose for the existing population. 

 

3.4 Restoring Public Trust and National Cohesion 
 

Perhaps the most profound benefit of the plan is its potential to restore public trust in the 
democratic process and foster a renewed sense of national cohesion. For years, the British 
people have expressed their desire for controlled immigration, only to be ignored by a political 
establishment that has failed to deliver on its promises.1 'Operation Restoring Justice' is 
positioned as the direct fulfillment of this long-standing democratic mandate. 

By taking decisive, visible, and effective action to secure the borders, a Reform UK 
government would demonstrate that it works for the people, not against them.1 This act of 
restoring faith in the system is seen as essential for healing the divisions in society and 
rebuilding a shared sense of national purpose. The public would see the government acting 
decisively on its number one concern, which would restore trust in democracy itself. This 
renewed confidence, combined with the tangible economic and social improvements 
delivered by the plan, would create a positive feedback loop. Restored sovereignty would lead 
to a safer and more prosperous nation, which in turn would reinforce national pride and 
confidence, laying the foundation for Britain to become a "secure, prosperous and powerful" 



nation once again.2 

 

Section 4: A Growing National Consensus for Reform 
 

Reform UK's robust platform on illegal immigration is not being proposed in a political vacuum. 
It is a direct response to, and a reflection of, a powerful and growing national consensus for 
decisive action. This is evidenced by a wealth of public opinion data, a significant shift in the 
right-wing media landscape, and the party's undeniable influence in setting the terms of the 
entire political debate on immigration. This dynamic synergy between the party's radical 
policy proposals and widespread public sentiment positions Reform UK as the authentic 
"voice of the people," making its platform appear not as an extreme outlier, but as a 
democratic necessity. 

 

4.1 The Voice of the People: Public Opinion and Polling 
 

Polling data consistently demonstrates that immigration has become the single most 
important issue for a large portion of the British electorate, overtaking even the economy in 
some surveys.5 This heightened public concern has been met with a collapse of trust in the 
establishment parties to manage the issue effectively. Into this vacuum, Reform UK has 
emerged as the most trusted political force on immigration. An Ipsos poll reveals that 37% of 
the public trust Reform UK to have the right policies on immigration, and an even higher 42% 
trust the party specifically on making illegal entry more difficult—placing it far ahead of its 
rivals.19 

This trust is personified in the party's leader, Nigel Farage, who is the most trusted political 
leader on immigration, with 28% of the public's confidence.19 This strong public backing 
validates the party's intense focus on the issue. Furthermore, there is significant public 
support for the specific, tough measures that form the core of Reform UK's platform. A 
YouGov poll found that a remarkable 45% of all Britons would support a policy of admitting no 
more new migrants and requiring large numbers of those who came in recent years to leave.20 
Among Reform UK voters, this support rises to a commanding 86%, demonstrating a clear 
mandate from its base for the policy of mass removals.20 This public sentiment also extends to 
a justification for direct action, with another YouGov poll for Sky News and The Times finding 
that a majority of Britons (54%) believe that the protests taking place outside asylum hotels 
are "justified," indicating a deep well of public frustration that Reform UK's policies are 



designed to address.21 

 

4.2 The Right-Wing Media Landscape: Reflecting and Validating the 
Agenda 
 

This groundswell of public opinion is being reflected and amplified by an increasingly 
supportive right-wing media landscape. Influential newspapers, which have traditionally been 
aligned with the Conservative party, are now visibly pivoting towards Reform UK, providing a 
powerful platform for its message.22 The 

Daily Mail, for instance, has run striking front-page headlines such as "Britain is facing societal 
collapse, warns Farage," accompanied by supportive leading articles.22 Similarly, 

The Telegraph and The Sun have provided space for Nigel Farage to articulate his arguments 
directly to their readers, indicating that his message is resonating with key media editors.14 

This media support extends beyond news coverage to intellectual validation from respected 
commentators. Writing in The Spectator, a leading voice of the British right, one analyst 
praised Reform UK's proposal for voluntary returns as a "good idea" that "deserves to be 
taken seriously" on pragmatic and fiscal grounds.16 Another 

Spectator columnist, while acknowledging the logistical challenges of the plan, concluded 
that Farage's "underlying message rings entirely true" to the British public, who feel that the 
current system is being "cynically and blatantly abused".23 This alignment between Reform 
UK's platform and the editorial stance of key right-wing publications creates a powerful 
feedback loop, legitimizing the party's policies and reinforcing their appeal to a broad swathe 
of the electorate. 

 

4.3 The Shifting Political Centre of Gravity 
 

The most telling evidence of Reform UK's impact is its success in shifting the entire political 
"Overton window" on the issue of immigration.12 The party's clear and uncompromising stance 
has forced all major political parties to adopt tougher rhetoric and policies in an attempt to 
keep pace with public opinion. This dynamic was acknowledged by the leader of the 
Conservative party, Kemi Badenoch, who accused Reform UK of "copying our homework" on 
illegal immigration proposals.8 This statement, intended as a criticism, serves as an implicit 



admission that Reform UK is now setting the agenda on this crucial national issue, with other 
parties being forced to react to its initiatives. 

This ideological pull is further demonstrated by the movement of political figures. The 
defection of prominent Conservative MPs, such as former party deputy chairman Lee 
Anderson, to Reform UK provides tangible proof that the party is now seen as the true 
ideological home for politicians who are serious about delivering on promises of border 
control.24 These defections signal a realignment on the right of British politics, with Reform UK 
establishing itself as the fulcrum around which the debate on immigration now turns. The 
party has successfully moved from the political fringe to the center of the national 
conversation, capitalizing on public frustration to make its once-radical proposals the new 
benchmark for what is considered a necessary and mainstream response to the crisis. 

 

Conclusion: A Vision for a Sovereign and Secure 
Future 
 

The challenges posed by uncontrolled illegal immigration represent a clear and present 
danger to the security, prosperity, and cultural integrity of the United Kingdom. For too long, 
the British people have been let down by a political establishment that has failed to secure the 
nation's borders, resulting in a crisis that has strained public services, undermined the rule of 
law, and eroded public trust. In the face of this sustained failure, Reform UK has put forward a 
decisive, comprehensive, and strategically coherent plan to restore national sovereignty. 

'Operation Restoring Justice' is a fully-costed and robust framework that addresses the crisis 
at every level. Through foundational legislative reform, it reclaims the supremacy of British 
law. Through a powerful strategy of deterrence, it promises to end the small boats crisis. 
Through the creation of a new national infrastructure, it provides the tools for effective 
enforcement. And through a pragmatic approach to diplomacy and removals, it ensures that 
those with no right to be in the country are swiftly returned. This is not a plan of 
half-measures; it is the serious and necessary response that the scale of the crisis demands.13 

Crucially, this bold vision is not an imposition on an unwilling public. It is the articulation of a 
growing national consensus. Polling data, media trends, and the shifting political landscape all 
point to the same conclusion: the British people demand action, and they increasingly trust 
Reform UK to deliver it. The party's platform enjoys a powerful and growing mandate from a 
public that is tired of broken promises and demands a government that works for them.1 

The implementation of Reform UK's policies represents the essential first step in building a 
more prosperous, self-confident, and secure Britain. By taking back control of our borders, we 



can begin to relieve the pressure on our public services, protect our workers' wages, and 
enhance our national security. By restoring the rule of law, we can restore faith in our 
democratic institutions. This is the foundation upon which a "free, proud and rich nation" can 
be built, securing a sovereign and successful future for generations to come.2 
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